
SUFFOLK LADIES' COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 

Draft - 89th Annual General Meeting held via Zoom on 

Saturday 8th January 2022 at 10.00am 
 
 
Present 

Jo Woodward   President (Chair) 
Amanda Norman   Captain  
Hermione Scrope  Treasurer 
Di Hegarty    Secretary 

 Lizzie Johnson   England Golf Representative 
 Annette Llewellyn   Handicap Advisor 

Vicki Hunt    Senior Captain & Senior Shield Organiser 
Joan Hogarth   Venue Organiser 
Margaret Hills   Foursomes Organiser 

 Linda Gilham   Haskell & Stearn Organiser 
Philippa Bridges   Championship Organiser 
Maureen Minter  Weston 
Tessa Summers   Divisional Meetings 
Geraldine Rose   Cranworth Organiser 
Charlie Garrord  2nd Team Organiser (co-opted) 

 
Together with members 52 
 
 
The President, Jo Woodward welcomed everyone to the 89th AGM of the Suffolk Ladies 
County Golf Association. 

A minute’s silence was held whilst we remembered our members who we have lost during 
the last year. 

Jo Woodward opening remarks. 

I would never have thought that my two years as Suffolk Ladies County Golf Association 
President would be spent in a global pandemic but here, we again are for the second 
year holding our AGM via zoom.  
 
With Golf Courses once again shut down from January through to early April in we had 
no idea if any County Golf would be played again in 2021. With UK golf booming the 
pressure on courses when golf finally opened was enormous.  
 
I was delighted that we were able to play the County Championship at Felixstowe in 
mid-May. Seeing people play County competitive golf again was fantastic and in seeing 
everyone off the first tee it was obvious that many of our younger golfers had improved 
greatly. It was a pleasure to watch the final between our Junior Organiser Alice Barlow 
and our County Captain Amanda Norman, it turned out to be a very tight contest of high-
quality golf with Alice winning at the 20th hole.  
 
At this stage of the season, we still did not know if County Week at Stoke by Nayland in 



June would happen, with so many players and helpers on site and hotel 
accommodation still up in the air it was clearly going to be monumental effort by all 
involved for this to happen. But it did happen, and it was great to be supporting our 
small squad chosen to represent Suffolk. It was especially pleasing to see Sophie 
Kubitzek at the age of 14 make the Senior County Team, Sophie is clearly a naturally 
gifted golfer and she played wonderfully at the higher level. My Sister Amanda asked 
me to play foursomes with her against Essex, some of our Players badly needed a rest. 
A County Captain and County President playing foursomes together at County Week is 
unusual, maybe a first, we went out and eventually lost on the 18th as did 3 of our 
games that morning. Many of the matches were very close, our Team did themselves 
proud and I think the new format will work well for Suffolk moving forward. 
 
The inter Club knockouts also re-commenced along with several division meetings. 
These I know are eagerly competed and it was pleasing to see everyone enjoying this 
County Competitive golf again. 
 
I had the pleasure of watching a squad of eight Juniors compete at their County Week 
at The Bedfordshire in August. There was some excellent golf played, our Suffolk team 
looked very smart, and they conducted themselves well.  
 
The GB has again conducted all but one of its regular meetings via zoom, there has 
been an increased number of these due to the pandemic. The only exception in two 
years was our last meeting in December – our first face to face meeting in two years. 
Our GB has worked incredibly hard through the last couple of years, which have been 
tough at times. I am thankful for presiding over a hard-working and very knowledgeable 
team of ladies. I would especially like to thank: - 
 

• Di Hegarty our secretary who does an incredible amount of work for Suffolk Ladies 

• Hermione Scrope who is retiring and has been our Treasurer for 13 years and 
during this time was also County President 

• Amanda Norman our County Captain who again has had to do a lot of additional 
work behind the scenes ably supported by her Vice-Captain Belinda Rowe. 
 

I really do not know where we would be without our lovely Volunteers, and I thank each 
one of them for all their hard work during this last year. 
 
Despite the difficulties of the last two years, I have enjoyed my term as County 
President, made new friends and linked up with old friends. It has been especially 
pleasing to see so many junior girls now playing golf in Suffolk, and we have a bright 
golfing future ahead. The County will I am sure continue to nurture our Juniors in its 
coaching programme. 
 
I would like to wish our incoming President Lil James the best of luck over the next 
couple of years. For those of you that do not know Lils she has played County First 
Team golf for 21 years and previously played Hockey for Suffolk and the East of 
England where she was leading scorer 5 years in a row. It is fair to say Lils loves all 
sports with her proudest moment was representing Suffolk at the national finals in 2017. 
I had the pleasure of being her local caddy on the last day and I have to say Lils played 
outstanding golf, she is a real top quality ball striker and won on the 14th hole. Lils is 
also very well respected amongst the Eastern Region golfing community and her 
competitive but always fair spirit shines through.  



Lils huge experience and insight into golf and will be a valuable addition to the GB. I 
hope you have a fabulous couple of years Lils, and I am here if you need any support 

 
Jo Woodward 
President 
 

1  APOLOGIES were not required this year due to Covid 

 
2 MINUTES OF THE AGM 2021 

There being no amendments or alterations to the minutes of the AGM held on 23rd 
January 2021, the President signed them as a true record. 

 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING AGM 2021 

Neutral venues for Senior Jubilee  

The GB discussed this proposal, and voted. The decision was for it to remain the same. 

 
 
4 REPORTS & ACCOUNTS FOR 2020/2021 

It was agreed that these reports would be taken together and adopted en bloc. 
 

  
Report 4(a) – County Captains Report 2021 (Mrs Amanda Norman)  
 

Madam President, Ladies 

The year started off with decisions to be made re covid and the golfing year ahead. I 
would like to thank the GB committee for all their hard work and countless zoom 
meetings during this time and with a great deal of effort we managed to get most 
competitions played in 2021 while following the government and England golf 
restrictions. 
 
Training  
We had some very good feedback about the County 1st team and Junior training which 
was held at Felixstowe and we will be going back next for more training. I would like to 
thank Andrew Robinson and Sam Forgan for their help and support of County golf. 
 
County Match Days 2021  Stoke -By- Nayland 
Rain, rain and more rain! 
We went into county match days with a small squad and in hindsight maybe we were 
one player short. But we played very well and I couldn’t have asked for more from my 
team. It was the first time playing the new format of 2 x foursomes and 3 x singles.  We 
beat Hertfordshire (who were the eventual winners) on the first morning which included 
Sophie Kubitzek graining her 1st point in senior golf, playing with the very experienced 
Lils James.  
After that the rain came and to cut a long story short, we ended up playing 45 holes the 
next day to make up the lost time.  
We lost to Bedfordshire 3-2, Essex 4-1 with 3 matches ending on the 18th hole, draw 
with Cambs and Hunts and lost to Norfolk 3-2. 
Alice congratulations on winning all your singles matches a fantastic achievement. 
A massive thank you to Belinda for all her hard work during County match days and to 



Joanne for stepping into play so I could rest players. Its not everyday a President and 
Captain get to play foursomes! A first for Suffolk, I’m sure.  
We go again next year at Harpenden Golf Club 26th – 29th June. 
 
My thanks again go to all of the people involved in running the association. They do a 
fantastic job and couldn’t do it without them. 
 
All the best for the coming golf season. 

 
Amanda Norman  
County Captain  
 
 

The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(b) – Junior Organiser's Report 2021 (Sue Haywood sent her applogies)  

 

Alice Barlow decided to concentrate on her own golf and finished in October. The GB 
would like to thank Alice and her parents for all their hard work and commitment in 
organising and supporting the juniors. 

The Juniors are all doing very well, and their handicaps are continuing to come down. We 
took a squad of eight to the junior county match days at The Bedfordshire GC in August 
where they tied 2nd place with Norfolk and Essex. 

We were delighted to see 3 Juniors playing in the main championships this year. 

The Juniors have supported all of the county competitions 

Spring Cup Medal – (13 players) 

Gross Juliette Coffey, Nett Sophie Kubitzek. 

Stableford - Imogen Potter. 

Junior Championships (17 Platers) 

Gross Juliette Coffey, Nett - Melissa Coffey 

Stableford - Rebekah Meekings. 

Autumn Meeting (9 players) 

Medal Gross - Juliette Coffey, Nett - Chloe Dixon. 

Lady / Junior Foursomes (13 pairs) 

M. Coffey / J. Hanner 

 
 
Jo Woodwood 
President 
 

The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(c) – Senior Captain & Senior Organiser's Report 2021 (Mrs Vicki Hunt)  
 

The seniors, like everybody, had a delayed start to their season.  The planned ‘get-
together’ in March had to be abandoned and matches were postponed in the hope that 



we might play them later in the year.  For the most part this happened.  Unfortunately, 
we had to cancel our match against the Suffolk Junior Girls in July due to COVID 
concerns but all the others went ahead in September and early October - we had 6 
matches in about 5 weeks!  The results were as follows and more detailed accounts can 
be found on the County website.  
My thanks go to all the players who participated and/or stood ‘in the wings’ as reserves 
and also to the golf clubs who kindly hosted our matches and who looked after us very 
well both on and off the course. 
 
East Region Senior Women’s League 
On discussion with the Senior County Captains of Norfolk, Bedfordshire, Cambs & 
Hunts, Hertfordshire and Essex over the season, we agreed to form a league - East 
Region Senior Women’s League.  For the first year, 2022, it was agreed to play each 
county, either home or away, 6 singles matches off scratch.  We will also be trialing 
playing straight matchplay and Hambro scoring to see which would work the best.  How 
the first year goes will be reviewed when all matches have been played and then final 
rules will be drawn up. This will be an exciting new venture and I am sure it will add an 
extra competitive but enjoyable edge to our county matches! 
 
Remember:  If you are aged 50 or over, have a handicap index of 14.0 or below, and 
are interested in representing the County at Senior level please contact me - details are 
on the Suffolk Ladies website. Those of you who have already registered your details 
with me need not reapply. I will be contacting you all in the new year! Do not forget to 
enter the Seniors Championship to be held at Diss Golf Club in July - details on the 
website.  
Finally, huge thanks go to East Anglian Builders, Sandlings Properties who have very 
kindly offered to sponsor the seniors team for the next two years.  

 
Vicki Hunt 
Senior Organiser  
 

The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(d) – England Golf Report 2021 (Mrs Lizzie Johnson)  
 

Covid continued to present issues again this year but fortunately elements of “new” 
normal resumed. 
 
Regular “virtual” meetings with England Golf took place throughout the year and in 
September the General Meeting was able to go ahead at Woodhall Spa.  
 
Restrictions meant that it has taken longer than anticipated for golfers to become 
familiar with WHS.  Figures released in mid-November showed that 404,000 had 
registered on the WHS platform and 7.3 million rounds had been posted.   
 
In July England Golf launched iGolf, a platform to enable independent golfers to benefit 
from a WHS handicap.  There are already in excess of 9,500 subscribers though gender 
breakdown shows only 4% being female. 
 
The Delegates Meetings also proceeded “virtually” until October when we were once 
again able to meet in person.  My thanks go to all who have attended and supported 



these meetings; I think we are achieving our goal of an effective two-way 
communication between the County and the Clubs.   

 
Lizzie Johnson 
England Golf Representative  
 
The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 
 
Report 4(e) – Treasurer's Report 2021 (Miss Hermione Scrope)  
 

The copy of accounts has been sent to all the clubs and are available on the website. I 
have highlighted the points below.  

In spite of the restrictions that were in place at the beginning of the year we have 
had a satisfactory year resulting in an excess of income over expenditure of £5,908.  
We were able to run the championships, the Divisional meetings and the 
Foursomes, all of which were well supported. 
 
It is encouraging to note that our membership increased by approximately 14% 
resulting in Affiliation Fees of £15,502.  The Governing Body has decided to keep 
the fee at £7.50 for 2022. 
 
Both the Suffolk Golf Day and the 100 Club continue to attract support for which we 
are very grateful. 
 
The Governing Body continued to have their meetings via Zoom for the year which 
resulted in a reduction in travel costs.  County Week has been reduced from 5 days 
to 3 days which has also reduced our expenditure this year.  During the year we 
took the opportunity of having all our trophies checked, repaired and valued. 
 
The increase in sundry expenses is accounted for by the need to have DBS checks 
undertaken and courses attended by appropriate officials. 
 

Hermione invited questions, but none were received. 
Hermione has thoroughly enjoyed her time on the Governing Body and thanked all that 
have helped and supported her over the years. She wished the County all the best in 
the future. 

 
Hermione C. Scrope FCA CTA  
Hon. Treasurer 
 

The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
  
 
Report 4(f) – Handicap Adviser's Report 2021 (Mrs Annette Llewellyn)  
 

The year started with a Covid lockdown, but by April we were back playing socially 
distanced golf, which has gradually become more and more normal. 
The world handicapping system is in full swing and we are all getting used to it. 
Sorting playing handicaps for competitions is a bit of an issue with 95% allowance, 
although the system takes care of that automatically.  The reason that 95% is used, is to 
create equality and fairness between higher handicaps and single figure players, based 



on the par golfer. Players are grudgingly accepting it. 
Similarly, Open competitions require organisers to be up early to check everybody’s HI 
in case they have changed overnight! 
Club friendly greensomes competitions need a calculator at hand to work out 60% of 
high handicap and 40% of lower handicap players. These cannot be worked out until 
the day of play because someone may have recently entered a result which changed 
their handicap. 
County KO competitions also had a few issues and consideration was given to altering 
the handicap ranges for the knockouts. After consulting with the delegates, a 
questionnaire was sent out to the clubs. The consensus was that it was too soon to alter 
anything yet and that we let it run for another year as it is. 
In November, England Golf introduced automated penalties to people who make a 
score intent, but fail to complete. This draws the clubs and players attention to this so 
that appropriate action can be taken. 
Surprisingly, it has been quite a quiet year from my personal perspective with only a few 
local issues to deal with. 
Overall, I feel that WHS is working well. 

 
Annette Llewellyn  
Handicap Adviser  
 

The president invited questions.  None were raised. 
 

 
The reports were then proposed for adoption by Bud Pratten, Royal Worlington GC and 
seconded by Judy Hamshere, Bury St Edmund GC.  They were carried unanimously. 
 
5. ELECTION AND RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
100% agreed to the Election of Officers being taken en bloc. 
 
The Secretary read the names of those members who are retiring: - 
 
Joanne Woodward   President 

Hermione Scrope   Treasurer 

Alice Barlow    Junior Organiser 

Linda Gilham    Haskell and Stearn 

Margaret Hills   Foursomes 

 

CAPTAIN:   

At this time of year, not only do we welcome the new committee members joining us, but 
we also have to say goodbye to others.  The committee is comprised of people who 
willingly give up their own time to help organise the backdrop of county ladies golf, to run 
events and to support the members of the SLCGA and their clubs.  They do this freely and 
to the best of their abilities and I implore you to remember this.  So, a huge thank you. 

 
The secretary read the names of those who will remain in office for the coming year.  

 
Amanda Norman    Captain 

Belinda Rowe    Vice-Captain 



Lizzie Johnson    England Golf Rep 

Di Hegarty     Secretary 

Ann Llewellyn    Handicap Advisor 

Vicki Hunt     Senior Captain & Senior Jubilee Organiser 

Joan Hogarth    Match and Competition Organiser  
  

And Competition Organisers: - 

Tessa Summers    for a further 2 year 

Geraldine Rose    for a further 2 year 

Maureen Minter     for a further 1 year 

Philippa Bridges    for a further 1 year 

 

The secretary read the names nominated as Officers of the Association: 
 
Lils James (Bungay)   President 

Carol Deslandes  (Felixstowe)  Honorary Treasurer  

Sue Hayward (Woodbridge)  Junior Organiser 

 

The nominations were proposed en bloc by Vanessa Bell of Ipswich GC and seconded by 
Linda Gilham of Stowmarket GC. They were carried 100%.   
 
PRESIDENT  

On behalf of us all in the Association I would like to welcome the newly elected members.  
I hope they will enjoy their time on the Governing Body - we are grateful to them for their 
willingness to serve on the Association. 

 
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

There were no questions from the meeting 
 

Amanda invited Charlie Garrord (2nd Team Captain) to say a few words. 
 

County is now back in the 2nd team world and I am deeply honoured to be co-opted for 
the 2nd team role.  
County golf has been hugely important in my life nearly 30 years as a County Junior, 
1st Team and organiser for a second team at another county. Hopefully my background 
will help build the Suffolk 2nd team to winning ways. 
We have County matchdays 25th & 26th August  at Colne Valley, Essex and it would be 
great to see some support and blue there would be brilliant. I am extremely excited 
about getting to know all the potential players and Juniors that are coming through and 
hopefully the 2nd team help support their development.  
A huge thankyou to Willis Towers Watson who have kindly agreed to sponsor the 
Ladies 2nd team for this year.  
We will be doing some training with the first team and I will be contact the prospective 
players shortly. 
 

Charlie Garrord 
2nd Team Captain 



 
PRESIDENT 
It is vital to have a 2nd team in place to support the 1st team as part of the plan, 2 years 
ago. The County team is short on players and we need to plan for the future and enable 
the juniors a route to the 1st team. 
 
We will be arranging a date to do the following presentations. 
 
Joy Winn Salver 

This is the 8th year that the Salver has been played for.  It is for the lowest scratch score 
achieved over the year. 

 

I am delighted to present it to Alice Barlow, Bury St Edmunds, for the 5th year running who 
recorded 4 under Par at Handsworth. 

 

Weston Trophy, Plate and Bowl 

We will be arranging a date this year to present the following Weston trophies to the 
following clubs. 

 

The Weston Bowl won by Haverhill 

The Weston Plate won by Stowmarket 

The Weston Trophy – Ipswich who have been the holders since 2012 

 

The results for the County Competitions are: 

Haskell   Rookery Park 

Stearn Royal Worlington 

Silver Jubilee Bramford 

Cranworth  Bramford 

 
 

Medal winners: 
The Silver Medal is awarded to Cristine Ashe – Bungay (-14) 
The Bronze Medal is awarded to Diane Stone – Gorleston (-12) 

 
Congratulations to them 

 
CAPTAIN: 

It gives me great pleasure to award The Nigel Birrell Trophy to Alice Barlow for 

winning all her singles matches at county week and for winning the County 

Championships for the 5th year running.  

 
PRESIDENT: 

The Eva Harris Shield is awarded for achievements in junior golf.  The winner this year 
is Sophie Kubitzek for her senior debut at county week. Sophie played wonderfully and 
is a naturally gifted golfer and it is well deserved.  



 
Junior Improver of the Year:  This trophy has been won by Jasmine Points who has 
had an amazing year reducing her Handicap Index from 11.4 to 5.8. 
 
Suffolk Girls Order of Merit has been won by Sophie Kubitzek. 

 
 
PRESIDENT 
 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the 1st team Junior Captain for 2022 is 
Juliette Coffey 

 

We can now apply for competitions online and do a BACs payment. We have produced a 
reduced number of blue books but would prefer for members to apply online. 

 

There is a new competition this year, the same format as Hintlesham’s Suffolk Golf Day, 
but at Gorleston on 14th April. Format is best 2 scores from 4.  

 

Before we do the Draw for the 100 Club I would like to thank Sue Cook sincerely on behalf 
of us all for all the work she has done to run the 100 Club since its inception and to make it 
so successful.  Thank you, Sue. 
 
 
100 CLUB 
In 2021, we collected £2780 from members, which is one of our highest collections thanks 
to the delegates. Of this £20 to be paid for a licence fee, 45% (£1240) is paid to the 
County and 55% is given in prizes. This year £380 can be drawn at each of the 4 draws, 
giving 9 prizes ranging from £100 and then in decreasing order to £15 for prizes 8 and 9. 
I’d like to thank everyone who managed to take part this year thereby supporting the 
County, by finding new ways to communicate their intentions and pay, mainly using 
electronic means. 
Thank you all, with particular thanks to all delegates who made it possible. 
 
Anyone wishing to join the 100 club can do so by contacting Sue Cook 
 
The 100 club draw was drawn and results made available on the SLGCA website. 
 

The meeting closed at 10.44 after a graceful vote of thanks to the President and the 
Governing Body from Tina Daubney of Kingfishers and Fynn Valley. 
 

 
Minutes by Di Hegarty (Hon Secretary) 
January 2022 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………  Date…………………….. 
Lils James (President) 
 


